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ness and poverty of the shop windows surprises; but what a large
number of bookshops, and so well supplied! Wonderful appearance
of the city, the first day, in the rain. Glorious, painful, and tragic city;
widely spread out in time and space; a sort of mystical vehemence
keeps it in motion and stirs it up.

Despite the bad weather, the animation of the boulevard where
our hotel is, at night. Mute gathering of a crowd around an unfortu-
nate news-dealer who is weeping, in a recess of a wall, turning his
back to life, his face hidden in his upraised arm, a picture of the black-
est despair. That other one who lifts a metal grille to recover a still
lighted cigarette butt that a passer-by has just thrown away.

Read during the long trip Goethe's wonderful Clavigo,2* which I
am both inexcusable and happy not to have known before. Consider-
able aesthetic, psychological, and moral interest; of great educative
value.

People should be taught to read. Not to read aloud; but rather to
oneself. If the school of the Vieux-Colombier29 were still open, how
willingly I should give a course in reading! I imagine a cycle of six
lectures. I should choose, for instance, Baudelaire. I should explain
his love of the Sonnet. (Limited space to fill, which forbids successive
"inspirations.")

Des hommes dont le corps est mince et vigoureux
Et des femmes dont Tceil par sa franchise etonne.30

I should point out the role of amazement in a poem by Baudelaire.
The (artistic) amazement in this case comes from the fact that Baude-
laire considers of man only the body and of women (in this case) only
the moral quality.

11 August

Platen's Tagebilcher31 has a rather engaging quality of style. But
what have I to do with the querulous?

I launch, with Stoisy, into the Raiiber*2 Indeed, absurdity in pathos

28  A tragedy (1794) based on the life of the Spanish writer Clavijo.
29  Almost as soon as he had established the revolutionary Theatre du
Vieux-Colombier in 1913, Jacques Copeau, seconded by Gide and his friends
of the NouveUe Revue Frangaise, set up in conjunction with it a school for
actors.
so "Men with slim, vigorous bodies
And women with amazingly frank eyes.**
These lines are from the poem "Parfum exotique" ("Exotic Perfume'*).
81 August Platen's Tagebucher (Journals) were published posthumously
in 1896-1900.
32 The Robbers, a tragedy in five acts by Schiller.